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INDIANAPOLIS

SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES

Indianapolis LISC’s Building Sustainable Communities 
program operates in five target areas: Southeast, 
Near Eastside, Near West, Crooked Creek, and West 
Indianapolis. Quality-of-life plans have been completed 
for each area and are now being implemented with 
support from LISC. Within the first three years of 
implementation, the five plans have attracted more than 
$125 million to the neighborhoods.

BUILDING FAMILY INCOME & WEALTH

Over the past three years, LISC has built a network of six 
Financial Opportunity Centers (known locally as Centers 
for Working Families) that offer three core services 
– employment placement and career improvement, 
financial education and coaching, and public benefits 
access – to help put families on the path to financial 
stability. Through 2010, the centers have provided two or 
more financial development services to 1,549 families.

IMPROVING ACCESS TO QUALITY EDUCATION

LISC has become more involved in supporting 
educational programs that help shape the learning that 
occurs inside the classroom and out in the community. 
This includes a new creative writing program that works 
with students to get them excited about writing. LISC 
has also provided facility financing to 10 urban charter 
schools.

EXPANDING INVESTMENT IN REAL ESTATE

Responding to the impact of foreclosures and vacant 
properties, LISC collaborated with the Indianapolis 
Neighborhood Housing Partnership and the City to 
create a strategy for utilizing the City’s $29 million 
allocation of federal Neighborhood Stabilization 
Program (NSP) funds. At LISC’s urging, Mayor Ballard 
organized a redevelopment advisory committee that 
eventually chose four target areas where NSP resources 
will be directed; these areas overlap with the four LISC 
Sustainable Communities target areas.

STIMULATING ECONOMIC ACTIVITY

Indianapolis LISC worked with local civic leaders to 
incorporate the Near Eastside Quality-of-Life Plan into 
the city’s successful bid for the 2012 Super Bowl. The 
neighborhood is now the focus of the Legacy Project, 
an effort by the NFL to create long-lasting, positive 
community impact for the host city. More than 100 civic 
leaders have partnered with neighborhood volunteers 
to advance goals related to housing development, 
commercial development, neighborhood promotion, and 
the creation of a legacy recreation center.

In addition, LISC led a commercial district revitalization 
program that attracted 103 new retail and service 
opportunities with 475 new jobs to four districts over the 
past three years. Community-based organizations have 
dedicated commercial district coordinators who assist in 
attracting and locating new businesses in their respective 
districts using LISC grant support.

LOCAL WEBSITE

www.lisc.org/indianapolis



Indianapolis

PRIVATE SECTOR 
SUPPORT

AIA Indiana

AIA Indianapolis

American International 
Group, Inc.

Anonymous

Thomas Battista

Janine Betsey

Andrew & Tonya 
Burroughs

Moira Carlstedt

Central Indiana 
Community Foundation

The Clowes Fund

The Corsaro Group, Inc.

Jan L. Diggins

Federal Home Loan Bank 
of Indianapolis

Lesley FitzSimons

Foundation to Promote 
Open Society

Andy Fraizer

Joe Giacoletti

Tedd Grain

Mark & Meredith 
Gramelspacher

Mark Grant

Colleen Heeter

Huntington Bank

Indiana Association for 
Community Economic 
Development

The Indianapolis 
Foundation, a CICF 

Affiliate

Indianapolis 
Neighborhood Housing 
Partnership

JPMorgan Chase 
Foundation

Lilly Endowment Inc.

Living Cities 

Keep Indianapolis 
Beautiful, Inc.

Making Connections 
Indianapolis, a CICF 
Partner

Teresa Marti

Rachel McIntosh

Metropolitan Indianapolis 
Board of REALTORS®

James & Shantel Morris

NFL Youth Football Fund

Old National Bank 
Foundation

Opus Foundation

Bryan & Kristen Orander

Thomas Orr

Marc & Lesley Pfleging

Nina Mason Pulliam 
Charitable Trust

Rebecca Richardson

Lawrence & Susan Sievers

SO 38th Street, LLC

State Farm 

Brian & Mary Ann Sullivan

Stephen J. Sullivan

Carolyn Swanigan

Bill & Joanna Taft

Shawn Thomas

George Tikijian III

Sara VanSlambrook

John T. Watson 

PUBLIC SECTOR 
SUPPORT

City of Indianapolis

Corporation for National 
and Community Service

U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban 
Development

2010 DONORS


