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A conversa

Are these latest cries for affordable housing the loudest about how you develop the resources that are out there. TITLE: Director,
they've been in years? Local Initiatives
By Sean Madigan ey i : Support Lorp.
Senior Staff Reporter This is the loudest I have heard them in my 10 years here. ~ Are there parts of the city that you look at and say, “We R
I was recently at the Potomac Conference where the discus-  can't afford this anymore?” GBI
When Oramenta Newsome sion ranged around the issues‘that the reg.ion is facing. The N?. I firmly believe in wl‘wt I call equitable develqpmem. S s
came to D.C. in the mid-1990s, top two were affordable housing and regional transporta- Idon’t use the G-word. I think it stops the conversation. band, Wallace
tion. I have to be honest — and I don’t know if I would want
careening wnld EDUCATION:
e aty o ) you to quote me this way — but I didn’t think I would be Is “gentrification” just too charged of a word? Auburn Univer-

age of aﬁordable- ‘housing be-

here long enough to see affordable housing rise to that level
in a regional discussion. So clearly, it's not just the city.

Yeah, it doesn’t move the conversation forward. The issue
is how do we balance the movement of new people and ris-

sity, bachelor's
in public admin-

cause nobody wanted to invest in ing values and huge amounts of development — something gtration;:;ﬁ:
the city. What did Washington look like when you arrived, compared that we wished for — how do we balance that with making  Unvercity. mas.
Imagine that. to now? sure there is a place for the working poor? I am unwilling to ter's in planning
Ashead ofthe New York-based From a neighborhood standpoint, there was a lot of va-  give up on any neighborhood. If we have the opportunity to ~ and community
Local Initiatives Support Corp.’s cant housing. Very little investment. A significant popula- develop some affordable housing on Upper Wisconsin Av- imopment.
D.C. office, Newsome’s job was tion of lower-income households struggling to maintain a  enue, then by God we should be doing it. NI
to work with an energetic bunch quality of life in their neighborhoods ... wanting invest- READ: “Fresh-
of nonprofits to leverage private- ment, wanting people to move in. But no real movement in What s the bread and butter project for LISC? water Road.”
sector” investiments to’ finance that area. Clearly, the city had severe financial troubles. But The majority of our work now is investing in midsize or by Denise
affordable housing and o it we had a very energized set of nonprofits who were on the small... units. Some are subsidized, some are not. We're look- Nicholas:.
nity development projects. treadmill of developing housing, developing shopping cen-  ing at acquiring those properties either by the tenant associa- :::g:[:’_: =
A6 H turns datthiat fol Wasive ters such as Marshall Heights or office buildings such as H tion or by a nonprofit or partnership and preserving [them]. SRR CATIR
: Sl Street [NE]. There was a lot of energy among the nonprofits ~ The key ... in 2006 is preserving what we already have. DAY MORNING:
A dlﬁc“'l.t a sell ” :wme might because they knew they were the only game in town. They Exercising with
have predicted. Within five years, were the ones making the investments in the neighbor- So there is not a philosophy that says we want homeowner-  husband
the city’s fortunes had complete- hoods, in hope that others would make an investment in the  ship? DRIVES: 1999
ly reversed. A once slow trickle neighborhood. Here we sit 11 years later. Be careful what Well, yeah, there is. Washington D.C., is very much  Toyota Camry
of capital had become a geyser. you wish for, you may get it. about homeownership. I don’t know when we decided that BUT WISHES
For the past five years money has It’s not an easy job. It wasn't easy then. Itisn’t easy now.  being a renter was a second-class citizen. Not every renter is gmﬁg;ézcca
been gushing all over the city. 1 a homeowner in waiting. There is a need to have a variety of
Sapy Is it a different job now? rental housing. ::g;::;'“
When I came in 1995, we were working so hard to rede- THIS YEAR:
velop the vacant housing — and getting people in thereand  Are there certain neighborhoods you are targeting more Hire another
making it affordable — and that was hard. But now, we're aggressively? staff person
working in a very high-end, high property value, high-cost Right now, it is so opportunity-driven. People are taking THE WORST
market. In "95 we were trying to build a base so that oth- advantage of the opportunities that are presenting them- DECISI
ers would come in and invest in the neighborhoods. Today, selves in multiple neighborhoods. One of the questions is x::-m:fm
we are trying to make sure that those households and those  that the city has created these New Communities [Sursum  eyercise three
families that are the working poor, those with special needs Corda near North Capitol Street, city public housing proj- days in a row
are part of, and can live in, the neighborhoods that now have  ects Barry Farm in Ward 8 and Lincoln Heights in Ward WHEN STUCK
such high investment. So the nature of the work is different.  7]. Clearly the city has made the decision that those are tar- IN TRAFFIC,
It is more costly. It takes a lot more ingenuity and creativ- geted, priority areas. So one of the things to be seen in the 3::??:‘::"“'(
ity. You have to tackle more things. You have to deal with future is the role of the nonprofits in those communities. sl l?w agt;e
resource development along with trying to have new ideas W E-MAIL: SMADIGAN@BIZIOURNALS.COM PHONE: 703/816-0320 train.”




