Dear Prospective Applicant:

Thank you for your interest in the NFL Grassroots Program. We receive many inquiries regarding selection criteria. In response, we have compiled a list of frequently asked questions and answers to assist you in preparing your proposal. You can also access our recent NFL Grassroots RFP web-cast training in our archives at www.lisc.org.   Good Luck and we look forward to receiving your proposal!
FAQ’s
What is the deadline for proposals?

All proposals must be received by our national office by November 30, 2007. No exceptions.
Can I apply for a field surface grant and a field amenities grant in the same proposal?

No.  Proposals must clearly identify one level of funding request. Applicants may apply for one of the two (natural or synthetic) field surface grants or funding for field amenities. (Score boards, bleachers, concession stands, fencing)
My city is not on the Target Market List.  What can I do?
The target market list is reviewed on an annual basis by LISC and the NFL.  If you would like your area added to the list, please send a written request, outlining the demographics of your area (income levels, #’s of children served) and your request will be evaluated by LISC and the NFL.  If the program can be expanded to include your area, you will be notified in writing. Please note that only those areas serving predominantly low-moderate income populations will be considered. 
Can in-kind services be used as match funds?

Yes. In-kind services can qualify and will be considered as match funding provided they are: a) clearly documented by the provider of the services, b) the products and services are directly related to the field renovations project, and c) the equivalent dollar amount of the products and services are outlined in a document on the providers’ letterhead.  
How do you determine if an area meets the low to moderate income requirements?

We typically refer to HUD guidelines for a particular area, which is generally 80% of area median income (AMI) or the percentage of children in your community who are eligible for free or reduced lunch. (40% or more)
My organization has received a NFL Grassroots grant in the past.  Can we still apply for a grant this year? 

Yes. However the proposal will be disqualified if the grant request is for a previously awarded project.
What project and organizational documents must be included in my project?

In order for us to thoroughly evaluate your proposal, it is important that you include the documents as listed in the RFP. This should include a preliminary project timeline, a scope of work and project budget, letters confirming match funding commitments (cash or in-kind), two most recent audited financial statements (years 2005 and 2006), most recent IRS 990 Form, your organization’s 501(c)(3) determination letter and list of Board of Directors. You should also include letters of from community groups, elected officials, business leaders and others in support of the project and memorandums of understanding and/or usage agreements from groups who will be using the field. 
What should I include in my maintenance plan?
Maintenance plans should outline specific activities related to care and maintenance of the field surface and equipment.  It should include the frequency of such activities and show a budget and allocated funding sources to cover the cost of the plan for a minimum of three (3) years.    
