
A Cincinnati-based nonprofit organization, Education Matters, will 
renovate its current site at the St. Michael the Archangel Church into a 
center for education, social service provision, and community space 
in the Lower Price Hill neighborhood. The Sanctuary campus will allow 
Education Matters and its sister organization, Community Matters, to 
expand and enhance their current programming. The project will 
completely renovate 46,000 SF across five buildings into state-of-the art 
space, allowing Education Matters to increase the number of students it 
serves and housing additional classrooms and office space for 
Community Matters and other nonprofits.  The campus will also include 
a food pantry, thrift store, cooperative laundromat, affordable housing 
for AmeriCorps volunteers, and a community center for performances, 
receptions, gatherings, and space for local residents to reserve as 
needed.  The Sanctuary will build upon other recent investments to 
continue revitalization in Lower Price Hill, a community with a high 
number of low-income individuals and low educational attainment.  

BACKGROUND
Education Matters, the project sponsor, has had a presence in the 
community since 1971, when it was known as the Lower Price Hill 
Community School (LPHCS).  Education Matters aims to remove barriers 
to education and increase opportunity for the residents of the Lower 
Price Hill area. To this end, it offers all its programs free of charge. 
Education Matters’ programming includes GED preparation, assistance 
for students applying to and finishing higher education, English classes 
for speakers of other languages, and through a partnership with 
Cincinnati State Technical and Community College, on-site college 
courses.  Education Matters provides free on-site childcare, 
transportation assistance, access to social workers, and a monthly legal 
clinic to assist those with criminal records in finding employment. An 
affiliated nonprofit organization, Community Matters, works with 
Education Matters to handle community outreach and resource 
brokering. The two organizations share staff and leadership.  

BASICS
LISC New Markets Tax Credit Allocation: $6 million
Total Development Cost: $8 million

STAKEHOLDERS
Sponsor/Developer
Education Matters

LISC Program
Cincinnati LISC

Investor / Co-CDE
Capital One

Other Financing Partners 
Fifth Third Bank
Cincinnati Development Fund

NEED
• 49.7% poverty rate
• Family income 39.1% of the area median
• Enterprise Zone and Local TIF District

IMPACT
• 46,000 SF of existing community space renovated
• 500 new students served
• 1,200 new community residents served
• 12 permanent jobs and 45 construction jobs created

Cincinnati, Ohio

THE SANCTUARY

Renovation of St. Michael Church campus to expand nonprofit services
PROJECT SUMMARY

Learn more at www.newmarkets.org.
Follow us on Twitter @LISCNewMarkets.

KEY DETAILS

LEVERAGING SOLUTIONS THROUGH NMTCs
NMTC financing allows Education Matters and Community Matters to 
increase their programming significantly.  Without it, they would have 
continued to serve the Lower Price Hill community, but in facilities in 
serious need of repair that would have diverted more of their revenue 
towards facility operating expenses.  NMTC financing allows them to 
undertake all of their program expansions in a timely fashion without 
cutting back on the scope of the renovation. 




